Transhepatic portal vein access for balloon dilation of right upper pulmonary vein stenosis following infradiaphragmatic total anomalous pulmonary venous drainage repair.
Transhepatic cardiac catheterization is now a well-established alternative when conventional venous routes for cardiac access have failed. Some operators prefer this route even routinely, due to the direct access that it offers to the right atrium and atrial septum. We report the case of a newborn baby previously operated on for infradiaphragmatic total anomalous pulmonary venous drainage who represented with right sided pulmonary vein stenosis. Transhepatic portal vein access, first reported here, gave direct access to the right upper pulmonary vein, through the patent descending vein, after the conventional transfemoral venous and retrograde arterial routes had failed.